The Oneida Lake Bulletin

Building Your “Dock of the Bay”

By Scott Shupe

Building your private “dock of the bay”
along Oneida’s shoreline might seem like
a simple task, but landowners should be
advised that construction that alters the
lake’s edges requires permits prior to any
groundbreaking. Get-
ting these documents
isn’t hard, but several
steps must be fol-
lowed.

America’s inter-
state waterways are
controlled by the
Army Corps of Engineers. Oneida Lake
is part of the Barge Canal system and, thus,
falls under Corps jurisdiction. The Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) also regulates larger New York
State waters like Oneida. Both agencies
mandate that landowners obtain permits
before building docks or seawalls along
their shorelines.

How do you get approval? First, file
applications with the Corps (contact their
Buffalo office — 716-879-4433) and with
the DEC (in Syracuse — 315-435-7438).
Trained personnel will gladly send you all
the forms required. They will answer any
questions. Apply at least three months
prior to construction. Processing often
takes time.

Include drawings that illustrate the
project with your application. Write de-
tailed dimensions on these sketches. De-
scribe the materials you wish to use, the
volume of material you want to remove
and refill, and the position of your project
with regard to average water levels. In ad-
dition, state where you will dispose of ex-
cavated debris. Be very specific. Agency
reviewers must be able to visualize your
plans.

The DEC will review your application

“Sittin’ on a dock of the bay,
Watchin’ the tide roll away,
Sittin’ on a dock of the bay,
Wastin’ time.”

-Otis Redding

and, if all is proper, issue a Water Quality
Certification that makes you adhere to
your plans. Random inspections by Con-
servation Officers also enforce compli-
ance. The Buffalo District of the Corps has
a nationwide permit
program through
which you may re-
ceive a “permit 19”
for “minor dredg-
ing” or a “permit 13”
for “bank stabiliza-
tion.” The Corps also
issues permits for mooring buoys, tempo-
rary docks, and anchorage areas.

If your documents are in order, you
might obtain permits within 45 to 50 days.
Be patient — it’s a slow process.

Permits are required if you want to
deepen the water at your dock or construct
a protective seawall. These documents in-
sure that your plans meet environmental
protection standards. Your work in the
water should be timed to avoid disturbing
fish spawning areas. February provides the
best and environmentally safest conditions
for Oneida Lake alterations. Water levels
are drawn to their lowest points and land-
owners can often work “in the dry” by

Summer 2004

merely moving ice and snow.

Many shore owners prefer gabions for
seawall protection. Gabions are heavy wire
baskets that are filled with rocks. They are
porous and absorb wave energy. In con-
trast, concrete seawalls reflect incoming
waves and increase erosion. Bioengin-
eered protections that use excelsior logs,
Jjute mats, geotextiles, and vegetation
plantings are fine for sheltered, low-energy
bays. These schemes, however, will not
withstand wave pounding generated by
storms that travel across Oneida’s broad
expanse.

Remember that much shoreline erosion
and flooding stems from the removal of
vegetation. Protect greenery when you
have it, especially native plants. Resist the
urge to cover your lot with solid surfaces
that speed grease and oil runoff. The great-
est threat to our waterways today is “non-
point pollution” — the water runoff that
carries undesirable substances into lakes
and streams.

Plan any alteration to your lakeside
property carefully. Get the right permits.
Be ecologically conscious. We must pro-
tect our Oneida Lake treasure for future
generations.

Millions have enjoyed Oneida Lake’s edges. Changing this shore requires permits, however.

The photo shows Sylvan Beach, around 1920.
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President’s Message

The fishing on Oneida Lake is fabulous! Old hands suggest that walleye angling is
the best it’s been in twenty or thirty years, and that the bass fishing may never have
been this good.

One thing is different, though. You’d better have a big net close at hand, because
these fish are tackle-busting critters that are a lot bigger than they ever were in the
“good old days.” Reports of walleyes exceeding twenty inches and bass over three
pounds have been common.

I believe that the most magical part of the 2004 season is that the fishing is fun for
everybody, even first-timers and children. Techniques such as drifting, trolling, still
fishing, or casting from shore are very effective. Worms, crawfish, spinners, jigs,
stickbaits, and crankbaits have yielded great catches. As it was in the “good old days,”
no matter how you approach Oneida Lake fishing, no matter what your level of expe-
rience, you should taste success. Everyone can have a great time on our lake this sum-
mer. Get out and enjoy it!

On a contrasting note — don’t feed the geese. The summer goose population around
Oneida is growing by leaps and bounds. Although it may be tempting to feed them, we
should resist the urge. Wildlife experts caution that human intervention through feed-
ing hampers waterfowl’s development of foraging and migrating instincts. This in-
creases the potential for spreading diseases within flocks and may change the birds’
natural, healthy seasonal movement patterns.

Oneida Lake projects an extremely positive outlook this summer. A combination of
enhanced cormorant control, excellent hatches of walleyes and perch, and a healthy
adult fish population forecasts a rich future.

Have a great summer.
/WVW/L

Kurt Snyder
President — Oneida Lake Association

OLA Announces GPS Winners

Winners of GPS Units were drawn at the OLA’s annual meeting at Cicero -
North Syracuse High School in April. This year’s lucky OLA members are Don
Bacik of Clay, Darren Roberts of Bridgeport, and Jeffrey Coffta of Akron.
Congratulations and good fishing to all!

When Did You Join the OLA?

The OLA was founded in 1945 and celebrates its 60® anniversary at the annual
meeting next April. The Association would like to honor members with
longevity. If you or any of your friends have been with us for 30 years or more,
please notify the Bulletin at P.O. Box 3536, Syracuse, New York, 13220. We will
cite veteran members in the spring 2005 issue.

The Oneida Lake

Association Inc.
Founded in 1945

The Bulletin is published by the
Oneida Lake Association, Inc. so that
its members may be informed re-
garding the activities of the Associa-
tion. The Oneida Lake Association,
Inc., was organized in 1945 to restore
and preserve the natural resources
of Oneida Lake and its environs.
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Update: Oneida Lake’s Cormorant Hazing Program

by Rich Chipman

I am pleased to report a positive bot-
tom line for our hazing program: we have
been very successful in moving cormo-
rants in 2004.

This year witnessed the first spring cor-
morant hazing on Oneida Lake. Strategies
used were similar to the established tech-
niques that characterized hazings that oc-
curred during previous falls.

The first birds were spotted on Oneida
on April 6 and hazing began on April 8.
Nearly 10,000 individual cormorants were
hazed during the spring program (indi-
vidual birds were harassed multiple times).
Four hundred thirty staff hours were de-
voted to this project. Cormorant popula-
tions ranged from 59 to a high of 404.

This was the first time that anybody has

History Lives Along Oneida’s Shores

by Jack Henke

The Cleveland Historical Society held
a dedication service at their new home, St.
James Episcopal Church, on Sunday June
13. The church, whose design is based on
plans by noted 19™ century architect Ri-
chard Upjohn, was completed in 1869. The
building was named an official New York
State historical site in 1979. The congre-
gation dwindled over the years and the
Syracuse Episcopal diocese recently
deeded the church to the society. Preser-
vation and restoration work have rescued
this North Shore landmark for posterity.

Brewerton’s historical society spon-
sored a World War II “Remembrance
Days” celebration at the society’s Oliver
Stevens Blockhouse Museum headquar-
ters on July 3. Exhibits of military vehicles
and displays of memorabilia from twenty
area World War II veterans highlighted the
commemoration. Several hundred visitors
attended and all left with a deeper appre-
ciation of the sacrifices made by what au-
thor Tom Brocaw called “our greatest gen-
eration.”

implemented a spring hazing program of
this scale and scope in the United States.
Nesting cormorants were limited to Long
Island and all nests were removed weekly,
except for 20. These were left in place, but
their eggs were oiled to prevent hatching.

Nine common terns were sighted on
April 30 and hazing was stopped to allow
these birds to nest. Summer hazing began
in late June, after it was determined that
the terns had settled down.

Our goal is to keep Oneida Lake’s cor-
morant population at 100 birds. The latest
population survey counted 53 cormorants
on the lake, a far cry from the hundreds
that lived there in previous summers.

Our program also involves extensive
research. Biologists have placed platform

Visitors admire a World War 11
Jeep at the Fort Brewerton
Historical Society.

St. James Church —
the new headquarters of the
Cleveland Historical Society.
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terminal transmitters (devices similar to
radio collars) on 40 double-crested cormo-
rants at 5 locations — Oneida Lake (20
transmitters), Lake Erie, Lake Ontario,
Lake Ontario, and the St. Lawrence River
(5 transmitters at each location). These
instruments use global positioning system
and satellite technologies to monitor cor-
morant locations hourly. These studies
explore bird movements within breeding
seasons and can reveal potential locations
for new cormorant colonies. We have al-
ready recorded movements of hazed birds
from Oneida Lake to Lake Champlain.
Cormorants have traveled 22 miles an hour
to complete that journey!




The OLA Fishing Corner

What a difference a year makes! Oneida
Lake’s walleye angling is the best in re-
cent memory. Many fish and many big fish
have highlighted this year’s catches.

Captain Ray Brown, based out of the
Oneida Lake Marina in Upper South Bay,
reported that he had one charter that landed
101 walleyes! These anglers creeled their
limit of 15, while releasing 86! Captain
Ray’s “keeper percentage” runs around
18%, his highest since 1994.

What’s Ray’s secret? The veteran guide
reports that bouncing bottom with black
and purple jigs, tipped with 1/2 a night
crawler, has produced the lion’s share of
the walleyes. Ray recommends 5/8-ounce
jigs for deep water and 1/2-ounce jigs for
shallower areas. He stresses that the lures
must bounce bottom, the area where wall-
eyes commonly feed.

At this writing, Captain Ray’s best luck

OLA Annual Kids’

Fishing Derby Results

By Bill Girvan

Despite chilly, windy weather, the annual OLA Kids’ Fishing Derby
attracted enthusiastic entrants who caught some beautiful fish.

Director Tom Pierce and I manned the entry station at Tag-Ga-Soke Camp-
grounds on Fish Creek. We measured the following winning fish:

Ages 7 — 9 division: Melanie Kobela, Mountain Top, Pennsylvania —
20-1/4 inch walleye. Matthew Cann, Canastota — 18-3/4 inch sheephead,
15-3/4 inch smallmouth bass, 9 inch bluegill.

Ages 10 — 12 division: Erin Worden, Canastota — 22-1/2 inch walleye.
Kevin Unser, Frankfort — 16-3/4 inch smallmouth. Mike Kurdziolek,
Holland Patent — 18-3/4 inch largemouth, 16-3/4 inch smallmouth.

Ages 13 — 15 division: Kyle Worden, Canastota — 22 inch walleye, 17-1/4

inch smallmouth.
Congratulations to our winners!

has occurred in the Messenger’s Reef area,
west of Lewis Point. Many other spots will
produce this summer. Ray advises that an-
glers locate fish by using electronics and
then apply slow, methodical jigging tech-
niques to that area.

Dr. Edward Mills, Director of the
Cornell Field Station at Shackelton Point,
reports that this year’s hatches of walleye
and yellow perch fry (young fish) have
been outstanding. The walleye hatch was
the largest recorded since Cornell began
tabulating in 1956. While this is extremely
encouraging, Mills qualified the data by
noting that Field Station staff did not
record a fry estimate every year. The bi-
ologist characterized the yellow perch
hatch as “above average,” a positive note
since perch provide important forage for
walleyes.

Matthew Cann and
Melanie Kobela proudly pose
with their prize-winning fish.

It’s easy to ignore Oneida Lake’s “other
species” amidst all the talk about walleyes.
Omission does the lake’s superb angling
no justice, however. Bass fishing for both
largemouths and smallmouths has been
nothing less than magnificent. Try rock
reefs and shoals for smallies and use craw-
fish and small worms. Largemouths con-
gregate in the weedy shallows. Rotund
sunfish, white perch, and bluegills have
delighted bay-oriented fishers, while
northern pike, some exceeding 40 inches,
have excited those who prefer plugging
around weed beds. August is a great month
for pursuing all of these species.

Many anglers mistakenly limit their
yellow perch fishing to fall and early win-
ter. Oneida’s “jack perch,” however, be-
gin to bite in July and continue through
August. The edges of weedy areas are ex-
tremely productive. Use bait or small
twister jigs for best results. Deep water,
lead-core line trollers often land large
perch while working flutter spoons. It’s not
the most sporting form of fishing, but it’s
effective.

'Oneida Lake
Association

Oneida Lake Bulletin — Your Environmental Voice for Over Five Decades

e



Oneida Lake History Quiz

Here’s some summer history fun. Answers on page 6.

A for 1. What French explorer visited Oneida Lake in 1615?
2. What was the name of the British fortification built at

Verona Beach in 17587
AT 3. Who forged the cannon located at Lewis Point,
’ Bernhard’s Bay, and the Constantia American Legion?
AR 4. Name the owners of the only two estates built along
’ Oneida’s shores.
! i 6. What place name of a point, bay, and shoals was an
old expression for a “beer belly?”
(3 1 5) 699-7643 7. What is the translation for “Ta-ga-soke,” a Native

American name for Fish Creek?

; - . 8. What are four former names for Sylvan Beach?
ADT Security  All Sizes t .

9. What railroad ran from Canastota to Verona Beach?

o F K Woo D 10.South Bay Road occupies the bed of what early 20
=l = ] century rail line?

THE PRINCIPAL:
RecoGNIZzES ONLY THE BEST

Each year the Principal Financial Group® recognizes those
associates who have excelled in both sales and service to
their customers. The Company and the Upstate New York
business Center are proud to announce that recently
Douglas G. Russell was honored for his excellent efforts

during 2003. (315) 451-8488
(315) 451-8764 Fax

5. What name was given to Cleveland when it was first
settled?

Douglas G. Russell
LUTCE CLU

Nobod?f cares more, knows more or does more than 1.800-4573527
The Principal. DGR899@aol.com

Douglas G. Russell has brilliantly carried on that tradition.

Wr UNDERSD\ND WaAT YOURE WORKING FORS“

www.principal.com

Securities offered through Princicor Financial Services Corp., Des Moines, 1A 50392-2080. (800) 247-4123 Member SIPC.
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WELDING

HARDTE SUPPLY

PROPELLER SERVICE & REPAIR

Inboard & Outboard / Repaired,
Pitched & Balanced

457-3181

204 Salina St. Liverpool, NY

BREWERTON PHARMACY

Nicholas & Nancy
Chervinsky

 Complete Prescription Service
* Hospital & Home Healthcare

Sales & Rentals Registered Pharmacists
¢ Hallmark Cards 676-4441
* Gift Shop 9679 Main Street ® Brewerton, NY

o Bl Oy A b L b 5

- History Quiz Answers

Samuel de Champlain

Royal Blockhouse

Dr. Joel Justin

Charles Brown and John Chapman

Black Creek

Poddygut

forked like a spear

Beacon Beach, Spencer’s Beach, Old Scow Place,
Wood River

9. Lehigh Valley Railroad

10 Syracuse South Bay Trolley

Mickey's Bait & Tackle

715 South Bay Road
North Syracuse, NY

458-7998

An Oneida Lake
Tradition for over 50 years!

812 State Rt. 49
Cleveland, NY 13042 31 5'675'3662
CLEAN 1-2 BEDROOM COTTAGES,
with cable television.

Equipped kitchens, decks - lake views.

BOAT RENTALS - Bait & Tackle
Boat Launching & Docking - Gas & Ice

On the North Shore of Oneida Lake ¢ www.fishoneida.com

Going Fishing?
We Have What You Need
to CAST OFF!

* Mirrocraft Aluminum Fishing Boats
* Nissan & Mercury Outboards
* Marine Hardware & Accessories « Repairs
» Maintenance ¢ Complete Ship Store
» Safety Equipment
° FULL SERVICE at DISCOUNT PRICES

230 Bridge St., East Syracuse

BOAT WORKS o

www.boatworks-ltd.com

5 cantfindit? Call 438-8915

Res: (315) 623-9572 (315) 688-9572

Fax 668-3121

PROP[:KTIES

JANIS SUSSEY
Licensed Real Estate Broker
2845 Route 49 « West Monroe, NY 13167

BORIO’S RESTAURANT

“Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake”
6 Minutes from Route 81 (Exit 30 - Cicero)
Off Lakeshore Road

B Lunches M Dinners

B Receptions H Banquets
CLOSED ON MONDAYS

699-2249

www.borios.biz
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Weber's Restaurant

German Specialties & Catering
B Fresh Steaks & Chops B Fresh Seafood
B German Specialties B Weekend Specials

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
""12 Beers On Tap"

(315) 472-0480 220 Panfortn Steet.

EDWIN L. OLMSTEAD

The Business & Personal
Insurance Specialists

6250 South Bay Road
AEGIS PO Box 3580
Group of Syracuse, New York 13320
N(;;n;;rfk Phone 315 699-5195
Incorporated Fax 315 699-8357

FREMAC MARINE

Sales, Service & Marina
Wellcraft, Tracker & Nitro Bass Boats

Johnson, Yamaha, Mercury & Force Outboards
Mercruiser, Volvo Sx Cobra & Yamaha 1/O's

(315) 633-2661

Located on Route 31 in Lakeport, NY

-L-I--LJ-J«-L-L-LJ--I-.L.L-L-L-L-L-L-L-L-L-L-L-L-L-L

+ compLeTE +
t we BREWERTON i

i SERVICE & BOATYARD, INC. i
J PARTS All Inboard & Inboard/Outboards 3
4. FACILITY Wood Fiberglass & Metal Hull Repairs i
+ 315-676-3762 ) E
. 3405 Bennett St ) wesremens =
& Brewertown, NY Large Ship Store "%.ﬁ <4
_L www.brewertonboatyard.com Open Year Round! e £

N AN A5 708 208 A8 A1 A1 P8 218 708 235 286 208 288 2% % N 208 A1 AR A AR A8 AR 2

& Daptas
bTony Buffa's
FISHING CHARTERS

j Lake Ontario

Noted for trophy size
Trout & Salmon
“The Bandito II”
30-foot Sportcraft with a 10 ft.
beam and a 6 passenger capacity
Port: Oswego Marina,
Oswego, New York

Oneida Lake
New York State’s
Finest Walleye Fishery
“My Gal Cal II”
28 Foot, OffShore with a
6 Passenger capacity
Port:  Fremac’s Marina,
Lakeport, New York

(315) 633-2694

Bank On Us.

www.OCNB.com
1-888-343-4101

Bank On us to Exceed Every Expectation!

At OCNB, we strive to build long term and
successful relationship. We offer great
products and provide quality customer
service that allows our customers, both
consumers and businesses to enhance their
banking relationships.

Give us a call toll-free 1-888-343-4101 or
come into any one of our branch locations.

Locations:
North Syracuse, Liverpool,
Brewerton, Pulaski,
Fulton and Oswego

MEMBER

FDIC

LENDER
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Like having BOSTON

| !
In your backyard!
Public m:};
Boat SR X
| Launching! ; 1& Marine
Seasonal or LS/ Mechanic
| per Launch = on Premise

JOHNNIE'S PIER 31

—— Restaurant & Maring s

OPEN-YEAR-ROUND

Seafood-Steaks-Pasta
Overlooking Beautiful Oneida Lake!

Just 10 minutes from the Turning Stone Casino

Thruway Exit 34, Canastota, NY
3/4 mile west of Route 13 on Route 31

(315) 697-7007

www.pier31.com

Captain
Ray Brown's

Expert Walleye & Perch Fishing
on Oneida Lake

Fish aboard the 24" Aquasport Center Console

- OBSESSION III

Conveniently Located at the Oneida Lake Marina
Fully Insured / USCG Licensed Captain
We use Daiwa Total Quality Equipment!

For Information & Reservations
on our 6 and 3 Hour Trips, call:

(315) 439-7236

e-mail: captray @verizon.net
http://www.fish4walleye.com

P.O. Box 3536 Syracuse, New York 13220-3536
Membership VALID through December 31, 2004

State

| ONEIDA IAKE | Oneida Lake Association, Inc.
] ASSOCIATION MEMBER
| MEMBERSHIP $3.00 | =
»
: It’s Your Lake E .
: Help to Preserve It i
I Complete information, .
J cut along dotted line and mail. Zip

Phone (

~

L---_-—_-
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