
Oneida Lake Update 2020



Walleye
We estimate there were 1.2 million adult walleye in the 
lake at the start of the 2020 season.  This is the largest 
adult walleye population we’ve recorded since our 
surveys began in 1957.



Condition (plumpness) of adult walleye has declined steadily as the 
population has grown.  This indicates that there is not sufficient forage 

for a population this size.



Yellow Perch
We estimate there were 2.6 million adult yellow 

perch in the lake in 2020.  This is the largest 
population since 1982.  Future recruitment may 
decline due to predation on young perch by the 

large walleye population.



Bass
Populations of smallmouth and 

largemouth bass are down from 2017, 
but there is no sign of ongoing declines.



White Perch
We think the declines in the white perch 

population from 2009-2016 played a role in 
walleye and yellow perch populations by 

predation on fry.  White perch have 
recovered from the 2016 low, but still below 

peak numbers.



Lake Sturgeon
Documented wild reproduction 

has occurred every year from 2011 to 
2017.



Round 
Goby



Video surveys showed that density of round goby 
increased significantly from 2018 to 2019, but 

remained stable in 2020.



Creel Surveys

We were unable to conduct a creel 
survey in 2020 due to covid protocols.

We will be back out there this year, so 
please take the time to talk to our clerk if 
you encounter him. 



Saturday:
A morning shower or flurry for 
the higher elevations. Breezy 
and cool with clouds and sun. 
Highs in low 50s. 
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